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Sustainable Language Assessment: Improving Educational Opportunities at the
Individual, Local, and Global Level

In 2015, the United Nations set ambitious goals as part of Transforming our world: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development. For education the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) commit to:

Providing inclusive and equitable quality education at all levels —early childhood, primary,
secondary, tertiary, technical and vocational training. All people, irrespective of sex, age,
race, ethnicity, and persons with disabilities, migrants, indigenous peoples, children and
youth, especially those in vulnerable situations, should have access to life-long learning
opportunities that help them acquire the knowledge and skills needed to exploit
opportunities and to participate fully in society.

At the mid-point between the announcement and the deadline of 2030, it is timely to review
the SDGs and their relevance to the EALTA community.

The 19th EALTA Conference will address the role of the wide and varied field of language
assessment in contributing to these educational aims. Central to the SDGs for education is
quality for all. Quality education, as the SDGs understand it, is comprehensive and effective
and integrates aspects of equality and equity that lead to fairness, social justice, and
empowerment. As assessment is an integral part of education, we are called upon to reflect
this concept of quality in our assessment policies and practices at many levels. For example,
while assessment practices based on complex technological solutions, such as Atrtificial
Intelligence, may offer opportunities to access and understand the learning processes and
conceptualize the constructs, they may also pose issues with the transparency and
explainability of the assessment procedures and outcomes, as well as their accessibility
across socio-demographic and socio-economic groups. Sustainable quality assessments also
require design and maintenance of assessment systems and programmes that are fit for
purpose and feasible with the resources available in their context of use, whether at a
classroom, institutional, national, or international level. Sustainable optimum-quality
assessment practices need to be implemented at the micro and macro levels, which requires
adequate assessment literacy for all stakeholders, including but certainly not restricted to
teachers who are often at the forefront of quality education.

We invite proposals for theoretical and empirical research presentations, works-in-progress,
posters, and symposia that will shed light on a range of timely issues regarding the role
of language assessment in enhancing quality education that is sustainable at the individual,
institutional, and systemic levels.


https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda
https://sdgs.un.org/2030agenda

Taking into consideration the broad themes outlined above, we particularly welcome
proposals focusing on the following strands:

e Sustainable practices that reduce inequality and improve inclusivity and equitable
access to quality language assessment;

e Contribution of standards and frameworks, such as the CEFR, to the quality and
sustainability of teaching, learning, and assessment at institutional and system levels;

e Technology in language assessment and its impact on issues of fairness and
accessibility, validity and validation, as well as the transparency and explainability of
assessment procedures and outcomes;

e Improvement of assessment systems and practices to increase facets of education quality
in the sense of the SDGs;

e Quality and sustainability in localized assessments, including both locally designed and
developed assessment solutions and “global” assessments adapted to local contexts;

e Sustainable language assessment practices at a classroom level,

e The role of language assessment literacy (LAL) in ensuring fair and sustainable
assessment practices and systems, including methodologies for investigating LAL with
varied stakeholders, the impact of improving LAL for different stakeholders, and the
design, development, and implementation of LAL resources.

As with previous years, proposals that are not directly related to the theme can be submitted
if they provide timely and important contributions to our field and the EALTA community
in terms of new theory and empirical research findings.

Please submit your abstract online here.
Deadline: 30 November 2022

Please see guidelines for submission on the following page. If you have any questions
during the process of submitting your proposal, please send an email to
ealta2023@helsinki.fi.
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Guidelines

We would like to encourage as many people as possible to submit proposals, but every year we receive
far more than can be included in the programme. The following guidelines will help you make your
proposal as effective as possible and give you the best chance of success.

I. We will consider proposals for PAPERS (20-minute presentations), WORKS-IN-PROGRESS
(15-minute presentations) and POSTERS adhering to the conference theme, and in a separate
strand we will consider proposals which make a significant contribution to language testing and
assessment research not directly related to the theme.
The proposals for papers, works-in-progress and posters must:
1. contain a clear explanation of how the paper relates to the conference theme, or if it is not related
to the theme, why it is of significance to the field

2. keep to the stipulated maximum word count (250 words max.)
be well-structured
4. clearly outline:
a. the objectives of the paper
b. for empirical papers: its methods (design, participants, instruments, procedures);
for theoretical papers: its theoretical framework or literature upon which it is based
c. the contribution it makes to the field of Language Testing and Assessment
d. the novelty it may offer in terms of concepts, approaches or methods
5. be likely to promote discussion and interaction amongst conference participants

w

I1. We will consider proposals for SYMPOSIA adhering to the conference theme (90 minutes).
The proposals for symposia must:
1. contain a clear rationale for the symposium (500 words max.) which
a. is well-structured

b. outlines the objectives of the symposium

c. explains how the papers within the symposium relate to each other and contribute to the
symposium goals

2. contain a separate abstract for each contribution which

a. outlines its relation to the conference theme and contribution to the symposium

b. is well-structured

c. keeps to the stipulated word count (250 words max.)

d

clearly outlines the objectives, its methods or its theoretical framework, and the novelty
it may offer in terms of concepts, approaches or methods

3. be likely to promote discussion and interaction amongst conference participants.
The rationale and the abstracts for the contributions are to be submitted in one document.

I11. Each proposal is rated by independent vetters

We want to ensure an anonymous and impartial vetting procedure. Therefore, we will collect your
contact details and the abstract separately. The data containing your name, affiliation etc. go to the
conference administrators. They will use IDs to match your personal details with your abstract. You will
submit your abstract in a separate file, which goes to the vetters.

NB To ensure anonymity, you are required to avoid any information in your title and abstract that may
lead to identifying you or your institution as the author or origin of the proposal.



